
COUNTY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2010 

6:00 P.M. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Members Present:   John Oliver, Mark Presley, James McDonald, Steve Burrow,  

   Freddie Banks, Jakie West, Ex-Officio 

 

 Mr. West called the meeting to business order.  John Oliver stated that a 

Chairman should be elected as the first order of business.  James McDonald nominated 

John Oliver.  Floor was opened for other nominations, none offered.  John Oliver elected 

by acclamation. 

 

 USE OF OLD CO-OP BUILDING:  Angie Langford came before the 

Committee requesting to use the Old Co-op building for a wedding on March 5, 2011.  

Mrs. Langford requested to be allowed to make minor improvements on the building, 

such as replacing broken window panes and painting, which was approved.  After 

discussion, it was decided that the building be reserved for March 5, 2011, for Angie 

Langford.  If the building should be sold in the meantime, it will be sold with the reserve 

for the March 5th date.  Motion by Steve Burrow, 2nd by Freddie Banks that there is to 

be a $100 charge for use of the building and a $100 deposit to be refunded in 

entirety if the building is left clean and in a good state of repair.  Motion Carried. 
 

 Mr. Oliver asked whether a county employee should be present for the event.  It 

was stated that there would probably be someone at the wedding who would be a county 

employee that could meet that requirement.  Mrs. Langford informed the Committee that 

she had already contacted Jerry Helm with the Water Department and has made 

arrangements to pay for water for the event. 

 

 WARD SCHOOL UPDATE:  Albert Strawther, Chairman of the Ward School 

Preservation Association, addressed the Committee and updated them on the status of the 

Association’s 501C-3 non-profit application stating that it is still in process.  He asked for 

authority to have access to the building to make improvements and clean the building.  

He also advised the Committee that the cost for utilities has been assumed by the 

Preservation Association.   He stated that after the 501C-3 has been approved, it was his 

understanding that the building would be turned over to the Association for the price of 

$1.00.  Steve Burrow asked if he was assuming that.  Mr. Strawther responded yes, that 

they were hoping to get the building for a low price.  It was recommended to get sealed 

bids or offer the building at public auction, but no motion was made to that affect. 

Mr. Oliver stated that giving it to the Association for a nominal fee was implied, and that 

the County Commission had implied this also.  Motion by Freddie Banks, 2nd by James 

McDonald to give the Ward School Preservation Association permission to clean 

and make minor improvements.  Motion Carried. 
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 The Committee agreed to let Mr. Strawther change the locks and leave a key with 

the County Executive and Sheriff. 

 

 Dedication Ceremony for Sidewalk:  Mr. Oliver advised that Dr. Miller has 

requested a dedication ceremony for the sidewalk project on either October 9th or the 3rd 

weekend of October.  The Committee recommended getting approval from the County 

Executive.  It was also requested that there be an American flag displayed on the flagpole 

atop the courthouse and a light be installed so the flag could be lit at night.  Motion by 

Freddie Banks, 2nd by Mark Presley to allow the Downtown Revitalization 

Committee to install flag and light on top of the courthouse building.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

 Mr. Oliver further stated that there was a request to add a Tennessee and 

American flag on either side of the front porch with Mr. West’s okay.  He also mentioned 

the use of prisoner labor to do some landscaping out in front of the courthouse. 

 

 Miscellaneous Issues Discussed:  The Committee agreed that there should be 

someone designated to relay maintenance and other building problems at the courthouse 

to Mr. West.   

 

 Mr. Oliver brought several issues forward including ceiling maintenance in all the 

courthouse offices and installing recessed lighting like that in the Clerk and Master’s 

Office, and to finish painting the downstairs hallway.  It was suggested that maybe the 

prisoners could do this.  Also mentioned: 

 

 Take current message board down and install a locking one with someone 

responsible for updating the information as needed. 

 Re-locate the soil conservation map  

 Re-locate the framed flag downstairs and replace with framed historical 

pictures of the courthouse  

 Change the configuration of seating in the downstairs hallway to provide 

better access for courthouse security screening 

 Replace lighting with “green” eco-friendly lights if economically feasible 

 Change the orientation of the back entry door of the courthouse to swing 

out, also should have a panic bar – Need to have Safety Committee 

address this 

 Fire extinguishers need to be serviced. 

 

Motion by Freddie Banks, 2nd by Mark Presley to have the Chairman of the 

Building Committee and the County Executive get together and address these issues. 
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 Mr. Oliver asked about the status of the vacant Building and Zoning Inspector 

position.  Mr. West stated that he plans to evaluate the position for a period of time and 

determine whether this position should be full-time or part-time.  Mr. West advised the 

Committee that he has contacted Macon County’s Inspector (Mike Rogers) and is 

working toward an agreement with him to fill in as needed in the meantime. 

 

 Warehouse Update:  Contractor is stacking some of the debris.  We are no 

longer sending any debris to the landfill.  It is not in our current year’s budget. 

 

 Motion to adjourn – Freddie Banks 

 

 

 

 

  


